
Dear PRSA San Antonio Members,


August and September always bring a sense of transition—summer winds down, fall routines take 
shape, and many of us are recharging for a busy close to the year. For communicators, this is a 
natural moment to reset, refresh, and reignite our strategies as we prepare for the opportunities and 
challenges ahead.


Across our industry, conversations are shifting quickly. Artificial intelligence is transforming how we 
create, measure, and deliver stories, bringing both new tools and new ethical responsibilities. The 
upcoming election season is already testing how communicators respond to misinformation, 
polarization, and the demand for clarity and trust. And recent crises, from natural disasters to global 
events, remind us of the vital role of preparedness, collaboration, and empathy in our work. These 
themes touch every corner of our profession, no matter the sector.


At PRSA San Antonio, we’re committed to helping members navigate these changes boldly and with 
confidence. Our chapter programming this fall will provide timely insights and practical tools.


This is also the perfect season to reconnect—with your peers, with our professional community, and 
with the values that drew you to this field in the first place. Take advantage of upcoming workshops, 
networking events, and mentorship opportunities. Share your stories, your lessons learned, and your 
thought leadership with our community. Your lived experiences and unique perspectives make us 
stronger.


Don’t miss our annual “MegaMixer” on September 4, in partnership with the local chapters of the 
American Marketing Association and American Ad Federation. It’s a chance to meet and network 



with our colleagues in San Antonio’s Marketing industry. And, it’s free for members! Click here for 
details and a link to register.


Also in September, just in time for National Preparedness Month, join us for an essential webinar and 
panel discussion exploring the latest crisis communications standards, best practices, and real-world 
lessons you can apply now. Together, we’ll explore how communicators can lead with clarity, 
confidence, and compassion in high-stakes situations.


In October and November, we’ll explore strategies for leveraging AI responsibly and ways to ensure 
our storytelling is rooted in authenticity and inclusivity.


We’re also preparing for leadership opportunities and volunteer roles for 2026, and I encourage you 
to consider lending your voice and expertise to shape the future of our chapter. Open positions 
include opportunities to lead the chapter’s Communications, Fundraising, Social Responsibility, 
Student Engagement, Events, and many more outstanding programs.


Email info@prsanantonio.com if you are interested in serving on the Board in 2026 and follow PRSA 
San Antonio on social media for updates on how to join.


As we move into the fall, let’s embrace this season of renewal as a chance to sharpen our skills, 
elevate our impact, and lead with clarity and purpose. Thank you for the energy, expertise, and 
commitment you bring to PRSA and to the greater San Antonio community.


Here’s to a strong finish in 2025—together!


Rachel Benavidez 
President, PRSA San Antonio Chapter

Congratulations to our Board Treasurer, DAWN DUPLANTIER ROBINETTE, for 

being chosen to join the 2025 Public Relations Society of America College of 

Fellows, an honorary organization recognizing communications professionals who 

have made significant contributions to the public relations industry through 

leadership, service and lifelong achievement. Dawn is one of only eight pros 

added to the College this year. Dawn has also been inducted into the prestigious 

PRSA College of Fellows — the gold standard in our profession. This honor 

recognizes the “best of the best,” and we are proud to have Dawn representing 

our chapter at this distinguished level.



A big round of applause for VENESSA SANTOS-GARZA, APR, Account 

Strategist at MDR Advertising, for earning her Accreditation in Public Relations! 

The milestone is a true testament to her expertise, dedication, and commitment 

to excellence in the field.

Join us in applauding these incredible accomplishments.  Our members continue to raise the bar and inspire us all!

• Faith Thompson

• Melinda Garza 

We celebrate NICOLE CAAN KUNSHEK, APR, PR and Communications 

Specialist & Media Relations Manager at the American Society of Plastic 

Surgeons, for also earning her Accreditation in Public Relations! Her achievement 

reflects her outstanding commitment to advancing both her profession and her 

community.

Not a member yet? Become a member today 
and start building your network.



Join fellow professionals from AAF, AMA and PRSA for an evening of networking and toasting 
the end of Summer at the MegaMixer Each ticket includes one drink and yummy bites.


Grab your tickets HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/end-of-summer-megamixer-tickets-1579180464279?aff=oddtdtcreator


PRSA is the preeminent learning organization focused on professional development for public relations 
and communications professionals, offering a range of tools designed to provide practical insights, 

enhance skills, and foster industry connections throughout the year.

Congratulations to Adrianna Dobbins, our 
newest Marilyn Potts Memorial Fund Scholarship 
recipient. Dobbins is pursuing a degree in 
Graphic Design at Dallas Baptist University, with 
double minors in Spanish and Music Business. 
We’re proud to support her academic journey 
and future endeavors.

I am exceedingly grateful to be 
selected as a recipient of a 
scholarship from the Marilyn Potts 
Memorial Fund! It is truly an 
honor. As a first-generation 
college student and independent, 
your generous support of my 
higher education unquestionably 
will go a long way. I would not be 
able to afford a college education 
without financial assistance.

ADRIANNA DOBBINS

“

”

Designed for executive, C-suite and management level communicators, this future-forward event will 
bring together industry leaders and innovators to share the latest trends, data and insights shaping 

communications and public relations.

NOV. 5-7, 2025

https://www.prsa.org/conferences-and-awards/futurecon


Frost - Senior Marketing Specialist

The mission of the San Antonio Chapter of PRSA is to advance communication professionals by providing 
career development opportunities and fostering a collaborative community where individuals can 
strategically and ethically practice effective public relations.


This year, the PRSA San Antonio Board of Directors' goal is to bring maximum value to PRSA Members.


To learn about PRSA-SA and how to get involved, email PRSA-SA 2025 President Rachel Benavidez


Have an idea for an article you'd like to submit to Byline? Or news to share? A promotion or a job change? 
Please email Vice President of Communications, Shelbi Young.

SUBMIT A BYLINE IDEA
 PRSA SAN ANTONIO
 CONTACT US TODAY

PRSA San Antonio | PRSA 120 Wall Street | New York, NY 10005 US 

SSFCU - Social Media Manager

SWBC  - Marketing Director

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4006436179/?alternateChannel=search&eBP=CwEAAAGYvdGai-Y3TE00y8vYvGFrXTwKfmU6C2l_XiO0haql7cWWa1YJVZu_ceJ6e6IRgKn8ifYXDZ3V0M_zLERTphKLGKECEm5nWNQjITDMzwL1noeIJC78jWazDkzXuDhpJvp7yzbnpUnMRU8_rC4qJuUUYt77BHYZsOLPou-rRtKP4qGRmi-7HaFjGpRlnv-VRzo8tv_7TKolXeGi-xgSuTr9aM4cVu9RX5LtsxvbxRFbOuubZivpgma-4SNpZ4YvQjx8caJfWUyUf7k6tkTVbhiWeLfAwCu_VQIh2ZjWAfu0N8YkYDWHWyX9BD5BG3T3Bucsx37usRcGYhLYG-GJuXv1O-QM_ITypcesEV__VwHKTPK6W-Z1oc5m_l_eyrIvf6kSI65fO6Tu5V7712WmOwtpGUiGzVfDQYwS8X1gTAKRDdtacJpvDYcDvvMDylwnY5_M-dWYiD7Dbct6yhKWeLoj20JGsjN9BK-fQqdgbJeUT2RbWpxvbmZzzM_ZJ1TmXnyOjA&trk=d_flagship3_search_srp_jobs&refId=KdCkMIA+z8pW75j3mU9orQ==&trackingId=Vw/JOOw6ryeZ5knKPx50jA==
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4271754234/?alternateChannel=search&eBP=CwEAAAGYvczebiKAziQMRDMnYHu9eH_Ezy3KlBw15akPjQQy83bihHHk3Qwmny30Qgwfm8dYYcnK274t5F5cZDNIgmrQnpec9bR4qrFeSGOwVDepljWo93cED4W-4J1QZXuAy0ZK32248FB-8fSifJK3_baOccjxhmwMAC_lKKnTRDzbZh1IMjrSR3gHpvukejRvlLrVHF8F_h8pScllR32Vg_m7p5R61MvQKfAr6DJznxGRY7E1cAy0-xx1XNGjEMdFqbiGXMl_O9auosPa1e_i4pTKovKPvuyGxw0zktCrG_QU3hRS6Av_hG8d163jJ4lD4FZeqARkuikuFIoSViTj_owWXg1-YAezJn0FBdhtY9WotGqyi3_BCYoUxEaWzJSgqY3JlHBWCkC-stCakQeXQCKzcZUSr_1zOC4sGp-GPGpjegotquVLyrz_nraFqHIGFpc2cJMC3oTVI9dWbFaOb8oL2SDJHugYBFMJ0SMPfKLd_tN2GnQJDOSX4p9Wx3JmH2c1k-E3X7xaECSr&trk=d_flagship3_search_srp_jobs&refId=rPtvL+5I8YOaZ0Eo+zTpgg==&trackingId=RbnnrpMUVHpeyTY5hhpSHw==
mailto:rachel.benavidez@viainfo.net
mailto:syoung@cegroupinc.net
mailto:mailto:info@prsanantonio.com
https://prsanantonio.com/
https://prsanantonio.com/form.php?form_id=21
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4275221135/?alternateChannel=search&trk=d_flagship3_company&refId=ajYHiMAZUfwTSHtt4yPOng==&trackingId=/I9JE7h7HGpkIQI93g1eRw==

